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RESOURCES FOR HELPING CHILDREN & 

TEENS WHO HAVE A PARENT WITH ALS  
 

ALS Canada has introduced two new print resources in 

addition to the als411 booklet series.   

 

Talking to Your Patientôs Children About ALS...A 

Primer for Healthcare Professionals.   

These booklets are for members of the ALS clinical 

care team and could be useful for home care providers.  

 

Talking to Young People About ALS...A Booklet for 

Schools.  It is aimed at helping school personnel 

(teachers/principals/guidance counsellors) understand 

what a student is going through when their parent has 

ALS and how they can actively support the child/teen 

and family.  We see this as a resource to offer your 

families with dependent children who can then provide 

it to their childôs teacher/principal, etc., if they so 

choose.   The two new booklets will also soon be 

available for downloading on the www.als411.ca web 

sites.  

 

Additional Resources by ALS Canada for Children & 

Teens; 

 When Someone Special has ALS 

 When your Parent has ALS ï Teen booklet 

 Helping Children Cope with ALS ï Parental 

Information Guide 

Download the booklets at: 

www.als411.ca/eng/teens/resources.html  
 

For Hardcopy Request: Lisa Hercus at 604-685-0737 ext 226 

OR 1-800-708-3228 OR Email patientservices2@alsbc.ca   
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Information for Patients about Unproven Treatments 

 'I've got nothing to lose by trying it - Weighing up claims 

about cures and treatments for long-term conditions' The 

guide, published by Sense About Science with the Multiple 

Sclerosis Society, Motor Neurone Disease Association, 

Alzheimer's Society and Parkinson's Disease Society, 

explains how to tell the beneficial from the bogus in the face 

of the miracle cure stories, new wonder-drugs and 

breakthrough therapies that are increasingly promoted.  

http://www.mssociety.org.uk/downloads/I've_got_nothing_to_l

ose_by_trying_it_FINAL.490fcb39.pdf  

 

 'Stem Cell Therapies: Now and In the Future' The 

Australian Stem Cell Patient Handbook. What you should 

know about experimental therapies overseas and what is 

happening on your own doorstep.  

http://www.stemcellcentre.edu.au/For_the_Public/Patient/Han

dbook.aspx  
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Vancouver Support Group member spends some 

time with Bacall from St.John Ambulance 

Therapy Pets. 

 

It can be difficult to find information regarding 

unproven treatments for People Living with ALS. 

These resources take aim at false claims. 
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Special Visitors 

At the January ALS Society Support Group in Vancouver, we 

welcomed a very special visitor.  

Bacall, a Maltese/Spaniard Cross and her owner Nori from St. John 

Ambulance Therapy Pets Program. This volunteer run program is a 

wonderful way to bring the physical and emotional benefits of 

contact with the unconditional love of a dog to People Living with 

ALS. 

A volunteer and dog visit hospitals, seniorsô residences or nursing 

homes on a weekly basis upon request. These hard-working pets 

receive training and of course, arrive with their official bandana to 

let others know that they are on the job!  

If you would like to have a Therapy Pet visit your facility, contact 

your local St. John Ambulance location. 

 

www.sja.ca 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Is there a cost for a patient member to have an 

equipment loan? 

A: No, any patient member of the ALS Society of BC can 

access the Equipment Loan Program. To become a patient 

member, your client must live in BC or the Yukon, have a 

diagnosis of ALS and complete our form. There is no fee to 

People Living with ALS. 

 

Q: What are the costs involved for shipping the 

equipment to a patient member? 

A: At the ALS Society of BC our goal is to provide 

consistent services throughout BC and the Yukon. This 

means that there are no fees for patient members for 

delivery. This being said, of course we appreciate anytime a 

family can pick up small equipment from our loan facility in 

Richmond. 

 

Q: Are patient members responsible for repairs to the 

equipment they are borrowing from ALS Society of BC? 

A: We understand that normal wear and tear occur when 

equipment is in use therefore there are no charges for regular 

repair. All repairs must be coordinated by the ALS Society 

of BC. If a patient member using our Equipment Loan 

Program is found to be misusing or abusing the equipment 

loans, repairs fees may be instituted.  

 

Q: How long can a patient member have the equipment 

on loan? 

A: Our Equipment Loan Program is unique in that we 

provide the loan for however long the patient member has a 

need for it. We only ask that patient members contact us if 

they are not longer using it as it may be useful to another 

member. 

 

Q: Where can a HealthCare Professional find the forms 

�Q�H�H�G�H�G���I�R�U���$�/�6���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶�V Equipment Loan program? 

A:  All of the forms that OTôs, PTôs, SLPôs, Dietitians, 

Nurses and Social Workers may need can be found at 

www.alsbc.ca under Patient Services tab, click on Resources 

for HealthCare Professionals. 
 

 

Mobile Clinics 

ALS BC is proud to support a joint partnership 

with Vancouver Coastal Health in funding the 

Mobile Clinic program again this year. It is an ALS 

BC philosophy that you should receive the same 

services no matter where you live in the Province. 

For People Living with ALS who can travel ï we 

have the Transportation Service which provides 

funding if cost is a barrier to receiving care. The 

Mobile Clinic is for People who have difficulties 

traveling to the Lower Mainland.  

 

What is the Mobile Clinic? 

It is a one day clinic in which the ALS Centre 

Team travels to a region and can see ALS Patients 

there. 

 

The Mobile Clinic consists of a rotating schedule of 

a neurologist, nurse, OT or PT, RD or SLP, and 

SW from the ALS Centre. Booking the clients and 

providing information on the clinic is provided by 

Marife Fabros, RN. 

 

Next Mobile Clinic will be in Nanaimo on March 

25
th
. 

 

For more info: Marife Fabros 

marife.fabros@vch.ca  
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This edition: Equipment Loan Program common 

questions. 

 

 

 


